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The 2010-2011 Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student Achievement was approved 
by the District 2184 School Board on September 22, 2011.  It was prepared to inform the public 
regarding our school districtõs continued commitment to quality education and developments in 
curriculum, instructional practices and student learning throughout the district. The Luverne 
School District continues to implement the new state standards, graduation requirements and the 
expansion of the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments.                                                                               
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Staff, students and community will work together to provide quality education and extra-curricular 
activities that will result in high individual achievement in all areas of life. 

 
 

 
Provide excellent academic and co-curricular activities that promote high academic achievement to 
develop life-long learners and productive citizens. 
 
 

 
 
All students, regardless of age, can learn. Although the School Board has the sole responsibility in 
developing the school's educational programs, the School Board realizes the world in which we live 
today is constantly changing, and therefore relies heavily upon its administration, teachers, parents, 
students, and constituents to help in developing a sound, innovative, current, and high quality 
educational program using all the resources available. 
 
The educational programs provided within the school promote the development and extension of 
our democratic beliefs, contribute to the realization of individual potentialities, and prepare the way 
for future progress and change which will advance the economic well-being of the School District, 
the State, the Nation, and the world through our graduates. 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Vision Statement 

Philosophy 



SYSTEMS ACCOUNTABILITY/CURRICULUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

The District Staff Development Committee will serve as our System Accountability Advisory 

Committee. This committee shall advise the board on implementation of the state and local 

graduation requirements, including the K-12 curriculum, assessment, student learning 

opportunities, and other related issues. This committee shall consist of educators, parents, and 

community members. Members of the committee are approved by the Board of Education and 

serve two-year terms. Individuals who are interested in serving on this important district committee 

can obtain an applications by contacting the District Office, 709 N Kniss, Luverne, MN 56156; 

283-8088. 

 

 

High School 

Bill Thompson Kari Lais 

Terry Althoff Melany Wellnitz ð Co-Chair 

Middle School 

Tom Lanoue T.J. Newgard 

Kara Ahrendt - Secretary Loel Olson 

Elementary 

Angie Ahrendt Laura Louwagie 

Kelly Bergan Steve Semmens 

Cathy Rust Beth Capistran 

Debbie Mitchell Karen Willers ð Community Education 

Special Education 

Amy Dulaney Wendy Nath 

Denise Fick Cheryl Harman - Parent 

Lindsey Bonnett ð Co-Chair Tiffany McGunegill 

 
 

Staff Development Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Staff Development Committee is to plan and coordinate professional growth 
activities, which will enhance the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of educational personnel in an 
effort to continually provide quality learning to district students. 

 

 

1. Provide and Promote an Atmosphere of Respect 

2. Train Staff to Meet the Needs of All Students 

3. Build Communication Between and Among School, Community, and Parents 
4. Establish Professional Learning Communities 
5. Use technology to enhance all our goals. 

Accountability/Curriculum Advisory Members 

Staff Development Goals 



  

 
 
The Luverne School District has adopted curriculum that aligns with the Minnesota Academic 
Standards in Reading, Math, Social, and Science.  The Luverne Public Schoolõs teachers have 
designed, and will continue to create, curriculum maps which are available upon request.  The 
subject being analyzed during the 2010-2011 school year was Math.    
 
Using the online system Curriculum Mapper allows teachers in the Luverne District to access one 
anotherõs maps from anywhere at any time, share the content and skills that are taught in each 
grade level, and attach state standards throughout ð ensuring that the curriculum is aligned.  
Analysis of the PreK-12 maps involves searching for and finding gaps and repetitions within the 
curriculum.      
 
The Luverne School District will continue to monitor and review the current curriculum on a 
seven-year cycle to ensure the implementation of best practice models. Data from the MCA 
assessments, as well as data from other district testing, will be reviewed to enhance curriculum and 
instructional practices. 
 

 
 

 
Every year, Minnesota Public Schools are required to assess their students in Math, Reading, 
Writing and Science.  The grades assessed are as follows: 
 

SUBJECT GRADES ASSESSED 

Math 3-8 & 11 

 Reading 3-8 & 10 

Writing 9 

Science 5, 8 & 9-12 (after a completed Biology course) 

      
Studentsõ performances on the state tests earn points for the district (which is how the state 
calculates which schools make Adequate Yearly Progress), and the performance of each student 
falls into one of the following Achievement Levels: 
 

Achievement Level Points Earned for the District 

D = Does not Meet Proficiency    0 

P = Partially Meets Proficiency    ½  

M = Meets Proficiency    1 

E = Exceeds Proficiency    1 

 
 
 
 

 

Curriculum & Minnesota State Standards 

MCAs (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments) 



ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS - READING  

2011 Reading 
% of Students 

D 
State / Luverne 

P 
State / Luverne 

M 
State / Luverne 

E 
State / Luverne 

3rd
 11 / 8 11 / 4 25 / 21 54 / 67 

4th
 10 / 3 15 / 9 37 / 36 38 / 52 

5th  7 / 2 13 / 15 40 / 31 40 / 51 

6th   8 / 2 16 / 14  32 / 35  43 / 48 

7th   11 / 5 19 / 19 32 / 46  38 / 30 

8th   12 / 11 20 / 20 30 / 35 38 / 34 

10th  8 / 3 17 / 15 39 / 49 36 / 44  
 

ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS - MATH  

2011 Math 
% of Students 

D 
State / Luverne 

P 
State / Luverne 

M 
State / Luverne 

E 
State / Luverne 

3rd
 13 / 10 16 / 20 41 / 46 29 / 24 

4th
 16 / 16 16 / 24 37 / 46 31 / 14 

5th  20 / 22 27 / 31 38 / 38 16 / 9 

6th   23 / 14 27 / 30 32 / 39 18 / 16 

7th   19 / 13 29 / 30 33 / 39 18 / 18 

8th   21 / 13 26 / 22 32 / 47 21 / 18 

11th  33 / 24 19 / 19 27 / 31 21 / 27 

 
 

 

The Graduation-Required Assessments for Diploma (GRAD) are the state tests that fulfill 

Minnesotaõs high school graduation requirement for students who first entered grade 8 in 2005-

2006 or later.  They measure student performance on essential skills in Writing, Reading and 

Mathematics for success in the 21st century.  The GRAD assessment is first administered via the 

MCAs as those questions are embedded throughout that test.  If a student does not satisfy the 

graduation requirement through the MCAs, there are opportunities to retest following remediation. 

 

GRAD (Graduation Required Assessments for Diploma) 



 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

District 2184 uses a variety of tests to measure student achievement and performance to determine student ability 

and evaluate curriculum: 

× AIMSweb -This Math and Reading test is administered one-on-one, and occasionally to a whole class, using 

paper and pencil.  AIMSweb is a progress monitoring system based on direct, frequent and continuous 

student assessment. The results are reported to students, parents, teachers and administrators via a web-

based data management and reporting system to determine the success a student exhibits in response to the 

intervention implemented by the teaching staff. 

GRADES K-1 

× Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) ð This online assessment yields rich data that can be used to 

individualize instruction and analyze programs.  MAP assesses Mathematics, Reading, and Language Usage. 

GRADES 2-9 

× TEAE (Test of Emerging Academic English) - The TEAE is designed to assess the progressing acquisition 

of academic English by students with limited English proficiency (LEP). 

× MTAS (Minnesota Test of Academic Skills) - The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills is Minnesotaõs new 

alternative assessment based on alternative achievement standards.  The MTAS is part of the statewide 

assessment program designed to measure the extent to which students with significant cognitive disabilities 

are making progress in the general curriculum. 

× MCA Modified ð The MCA-Modified is a set of reading and mathematics alternate assessments based on 

modified achievement standards that is positioned between the MTAS and the MCA.  It measures 

achievement on the Minnesota Academic Standards, but achievement standards for this assessment will be 

set separately from the MCA. Participation in the MCA-Modified is limited to students whose Individual 

Education Plan (IEP) team determines they meet the eligibility requirements for the test.  

GRADES 5-8 & High School 

× PSAT - The Pre SAT is a standardized test that provides first-hand practice for the SAT.  The PSAT 

measures: Critical Reading, Math Problem-Solving, and Writing skills. 

GRADES 11-12 
 
 

 

 
As of August 2011, all teachers employed by the Luverne Public School District are certified and teaching in their 
licensure areas.  All Title I paraprofessionals have completed a professional portfolio to meet the highly qualified 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 

Other State & District Standardized Tests 

Highly Qualified Teachers 



 
 

 
The state of Minnesota requires that every school district make AYP in the following areas/rates: 

1) Attendance 
2) Graduation  
3) Participation (on the state tests ð MCAs) 
4) Proficiency (as assessed on the MCAs) 

 
Attendance Rate: Elementary schools, middle schools and districts must have an average daily attendance rate of 
90% or show acceptable growth towards 90% to make AYP. The attendance rate for LPS is currently not available 
due to the summer government shut down.   
 
Graduation Rate: High schools and districts must have an average graduation rate of 80% or show acceptable 
growth towards 80% to make AYP. The graduation rate for LPS is currently not available due to the summer 
government shut down. 
 
Participation Rate: Schools and districts must assess 95% of students in tested grades for Reading and Math. The 
participation rate for LPS is currently not available due to the summer government shut down. 
 
Proficiency Rate: The requirement for testing proficiency was established by the State of Minnesota and is applied 
to both district-level and building level results in Reading and Math as assessed by the MCAs. In order to determine 
if the district and/or building is making Adequate Yearly Progress, the state calculates the Index Rate by dividing 
the number of points the district (or school) earned by the number of students tested. The Index Rate Target, set by 
the state, is based on the population size of the subgroup and is adjusted based on a 95% confidence interval.  
 
The Index Rate Target will continue to increase until the 2013-2014 school year, at which time the target will be set 
at 100%, meaning that all students in every school district achieved proficiency.  
 
The graphs on the following pages represent proficiency rates by grade covering the 2006-2011 school years. 
 

READING MCA II  

 
 

AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATH MCA II ð Grade 11 

 

MATH MCA III  

 
The MCA IIIs assessed Luverne students in Math on the NEW state standards and is considered vastly 

different from the MCA IIs.  The Minnesota Department of Education is strongly discouraging school 

districts from comparing data from 2006-2010 to 2011.  Due to this recommendation, we have not included 

any Math trend data for grades 3-8.  The 11th grade Math students, however, still take the MCA IIs ð hence, 

the trend data for the high school. 

 



Luverne Public Schools did not make AYP in Reading with our Special Education and Free/Reduced Lunch 

population for the 2010-2011 school  year.  LPS retains a stage 0 AYP designation.  Please see the attached letter 

from the Commissioner of Education for more information regarding Adequate Yearly Progress designations. 

Luverne Public Schools welcome any feedback that you may have regarding this report or the work being done 

within District 2184.  Parent input is not only encouraged, it is necessary for building a strong foundation for high-

achieving citizens.  Students and families are the reason the school exists and continues to work toward the set 

mission and vision statements.  Your opinions matter.   Please direct questions and comments to your 

Superintendent, Gary Fischer or any School Board members. 

CONTACT US 

ADDRESS: 

Luverne Public Schools, District 2184      
709 North Kniss Avenue       
Luvernen, MN 56156 

 

MS/HS:  507-283-4491 

Elementary: 507-283-4497 

WEBSITE: 

www.isd2184.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.isd2184.net/


 

 

 

September 27, 2011  
 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 
I am writing today to share information regarding the federal No Child Left Behind Law (NCLB) and the Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) designation your school has received as part of this law.  
 
Parents and teachers have long expressed concern that NCLB unfairly labels schools based on a single test given 
once per year, and the percentage of students in the school who pass the test. We all know it takes far more than a 
single test to evaluate how well our students and schools are doing. What matters more is how students are growing 
and learning, not just over the course of the school year, but over the course of their academic career. All children 
should do better and better as time goes on ð that's what makes a good school and a good education.  
 
Unfortunately, NCLB does not measure schools this way. In addition to using one test score as the primary 
determination of a schoolõs success or failure, it also compares the performance of one group of students to the 
performance of a totally different group of students the following year. This is not a fair, valid or accurate way of 
measuring how schools are really doing.  
 
In the coming months, the Minnesota Department of Education will work with the U.S. Department of Education 
to provide relief from this law that will allow us to develop better accountability measures for Minnesota's schools. 
Relief from the most troublesome provisions of NCLB would be of tremendous benefit to our state. It would 
maintain a level of accountability to ensure all students are learning to a high standard and at a rate that prepares 
them for success in college or the workplace ð and it would allow us to apply a more appropriate and realistic 
measure of gauging school effectiveness.  
 
An AYP determination should not be seen as a red flag, but rather as an invitation to learn more about your childõs 
school. The best way to measure your childõs and your schoolõs progress is to look not only at your childõs test 
scores and other class work, but also by visiting with your teachers and principal, and by visiting and volunteering at 
your school. We also invite you to visit the Minnesota Department of Education website at 
http://education.state.mn.us/mde/index.html where you will find a great deal of information about all of 
Minnesotaõs schools.  
 
We are hopeful Minnesota will soon be granted the regulatory flexibility to provide our stateõs children, parents and 
stakeholders with a school accountability system they deserve. In the meantime, please feel free to contact the 
Minnesota Department of Education if you have questions about AYP or NCLB. We will continue working with 
parents, teachers, administrators and the public to make sure our state and federal education policies work as well as 
possible for all of Minnesotaõs children.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Brenda Cassellius, Ed. D.  
Commissioner 


